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TownsviIIe and District Beekeepers Association (Inc.)
www.beesnorth.com.au

PO Box 1115, Aitkenvale QLD 4814

Next Meeting: Lindsay and Heidi’s 

5 McKinley St, North Ward

2:00 pm Sunday 18 June, 2017

Bring a chair - and a plate of food if you can

Tea, coffee, sugar and milk provided

Your Club needs You!! - training positions available
The Club has vacancies for ordinary Committee members, a Trainee Treasurer, a Trainee 
Secretary, a Newsletter editor, and several other positions as well. If you think you can offer a 
hand and would like to learn some valuable skills along the way, just ask any of the Committee 
at the next meeting, or contact our President Alan Z by e-mail (president@beesnorth.com.au). 
The Club needs to have some reserve for official and ordinary Committee member positions for 
when existing position holders are away or they retire from the voluntary position. It’s your Club, 
put some effort in, and you will be richly rewarded.

Native bee one day workshops on 12 + 13 August 2017 
Venue is the Upper Ross Community Centre at 1/43 Allambie Lane.

TDBA is holding 2 more of the popular native bee workshops this year, by Dr Tobias (Toby) Smith from Sugarbag Bees. These one day 
workshops have been booked out in previous years, so get in early.
Cost is $25 for financial members of the Townsville and District Beekeepers Association (Inc.). Non-member price is $40. Numbers are strictly 
limited, so get in while you can! To register, email: info@beesnorth.com.au  nominating the day you wish to attend.
If you have a native beehive ready to split, or one that needs to be transferred into a new home, please let us know – Toby will do this for you.
Club Members: can you lend a hand with setting up/packing up on either day?? - get involved and lend a hand.  Contact  The Club.
For further information on Sugarbag Bees activities with native bees, visit their website - http://www.sugarbag.net

Beesnorth website updated
The Club website www.beesnorth.com.au has been updated and is being maintained by our Southern IT guru Ray B. Check it out for next 
meeting details, Club Membership form, flowering calendar and other useful topics. Contact Ray B or any of the Committee Members if you 
would like to have something put up on our website (not Facebook).

Eco Fiesta Sunday 4 June
Thanks to Paul and Jacinta P for co-ordinating our stall on Sunday. Great interest in all things 
“bee”and many new members were signed up.
Thanks to all the volunteer Club Members who came along to answer all the questions.
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Hive Inspection Protocol and Notes - a review of what’s out there
By Steve & Carla K
We are now in our fourth year of beekeeping --- moving to six main hives in three location across Townsville, as well as few Nucs on the go at 
home….and I've got a memory like a sieve, so it has become difficult to remember what stage or condition each hive is in, and any steps that 
need to be taken. That, along with the flexibility of somebody else inspecting a hive for us, we have now moved to recording observations of 
each of our hives on an Inspection Record / Note / Log.

We looked around at what was on offer to do this; there is some good stuff around including electronic databases available for smartphones 
such as Hive Keepers and Hivetracks to name a couple. At least one of these requires a yearly subscription ($30-$40), but downloading 
something that is not ‘stand-alone’ made us think that the information could be compromised or not available in the future, if it is stored 
elsewhere (i.e. not on a smartphone) and linked to a subscription. So for now we decided that we’d use a hardcopy form to record our hive 
inspection details. We’ve attached a couple of examples (Hive Log a booklet provided by Bait Hive, and a Form called Inspection Notes), there 
are many others…….. Personally we use the form called ‘Inspection Notes’ and have found that you can print 4 to an A4 sheet and still be 
large enough to record your observations. We record the information directly after each hive inspection as we’ve found that if you do it after 2 
or 3 hives, you forget some of the detail, and loose the main aim of keeping the records. It a great reminder to have a quick check from the last 
inspection, to look at your ‘to do list’, so you’re not interrupting your hive inspection with things that could have been prepared in advance	

Smartphone App for beekeepers Bee Health News & Information Facebook page HiveKeepers TV YouTube channel HiveKeepers membership (free)

The mechanics of routine beekeeping will become a habit the more you visit the hive. Here’s a guide while inspecting your bees and their hive:
Observe the “comings and goings” of bees at the entrance. Do things look “normal,” or are bees fighting or stumbling around aimlessly?
Smoke the hive (at entrance and under the cover).
If you’re using a screened bottom board, check the slide-out tray for pests. Determine if treatment is needed. Clean the tray and replace it.
Open the hive. Remove the wall frame and set it aside.
Work your way through the remaining frames.
Do you see the queen? If not, look for eggs. Finding eggs means that you have a queen. If you are 100% certain there are no eggs (and thus 
no queen) consider ordering a new queen from your bee supplier.
Look at uncapped larvae. Do they look bright white and glistening (that’s good) or are they tan or dull (that’s bad)?
How’s the brood pattern? Is it compact (with few empty cells) and does it cover most of the frame? This is excellent.
Is the brood pattern spotty (with many empty cells)? Are cappings sunken in or perforated? If yes, you may have a problem.
Do you see swarm cells? Provide the colony with more room to expand.
Check for adequate ventilation.
Always anticipate the colony’s growth. Provide additional space by adding honey supers (if you are using a Langstroth hive) or by moving your 
follower board (if you are using a Top Bar hive). Give them room before it’s obvious that the bees need extra space.
Determine if an capped honey frames can be removed (making sure enough honey/nectar is left for the bees use.
Replace all frames and close up the hive.
Record you observations and actions required on your Inspection Record / Note / Log.

Regards
Steve and Carla K.

Eds Note: Great review of hive management apps and tools, Thanks Steve and Carla. Does anyone else use management tools?? Or just use 
the old “digital” hardware - like just pen and paper?
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Local Health Services 
Newsletter features TDBA 
Members
Four of our Club members who work for THHS have 
been feature on the front page of their local rag that 
has a readership of 5,500!!!! - now that’s an audience.
Check them out in their bee gear in the photo above, 
and a short article on the right.

Article submitted by the well suited Michael C.

Honey Comp rigged!!
The Ed won 3rd prize in the recent Honey Month Honey 
Competition.As, you can tell, he was bitterly disappointed, as there were 
only 3 honeys entered this year.
Apparently it was a double blind tasting trial with independent judges - 
but The Ed was hoping to win this year’s comp with a batch that was his 
personal best from some busy hives. 

The Ed wants a recount!! Any chance???



Dear Ed
I got a photo for the competition you are not running. It is entitled: “Native bee on water lily”.
The details are:
Camera: Samsung
Model: SM-G930F
F-stop: f/1.7
Exposure time: 1/413 sec
ISO speed: ISO40
Aperture: 1.53
(In other words, snapped it with me phone!) 
Just outside the Mt Coot-tha Botanic Gardens!
Hope it wins?
Regards
Ray B

Are you one of the 80% who will quit?
From Honey Bee Suite  https://honeybeesuite.com/beekeepers-will-quit/
Abbreviated by The Ed. Go to the web site for some very humorous musings from Rusty.

Rumour has it that 80% of new beekeepers will quit within the first two years. I don’t know how accurate that estimate is. Like other statistics 
related to beekeeping, it seems to survive with no one keeping score. Beekeeping has a romantic aspect that attracts a wide following, but 
the day-to-day life of a beekeeper is anything but romantic. Here are some of the things that can cause a new beekeeper to run.
In summary:
Keeping bees is not like having a pet
The learning curve is steep and long
Beekeeping is more expensive than you imagined
Spring build-up is the easiest part of beekeeping
It’s more work than you imagined
Expectations of honey production are not realistic
Bee stings are no fun
Pressure from unhappy neighbours
It’s easy to underestimate the varroa (or SHB, AFB, chalk brood) problem
Beekeeping is about the environment

The other side of beekeeping, the part that keeps me going year after year, catches me unaware. Yesterday I opened a hive only to be 
overwhelmed by a smell: the damp, oozy, warm odour of brood, pollen, wax, and nectar. I stopped to inhale, mesmerized. Only a beekeeper 
knows that aroma.
How about the taste of honey straight from the hive? Warm. Viscous. Still tended by bees. Honey the way bears eat it bares no resemblance 
to honey in a jar. Trust me on this. Unextracted. Unfiltered. Unmixed. Only a beekeeper knows that taste.
Or the sound of a busy hive? I hear a finely tuned engine. A contented kitty. I hear the wind in the desert. Waves on a distant shore. The soft 
susurration of a sleeping baby. Reliable. Unceasing. Life affirming. Only a beekeeper knows that sound.
I know of no other hobby that is so tactile. The stickiness of honey. The tackiness of propolis. The silken texture of beeswax. The slippery, 
mucilaginous feel of royal jelly. The muscle-tearing weight of a full brood box. The burning heat of a sting. Only a beekeeper knows those 
sensations.
And let’s not forget the sights. To me, nothing comes close to a swarm for pure visual enchantment. Nature choreographed in a way no man 
could replicate, a visual reminder of the life force. Or how about a lacy festoon of bees, complicit, willful, turning labor into artwork? Only a 
beekeeper knows those sights.
Overwhelmed by the wonder
So I find myself enslaven by the sheer wonder of honey bees. Persisting another year, I mindlessly scrape one more frame, count one more 
mite. And I continue to answer the questions of the 20% and the 80% hoping that they, too, will fall under the spell of the honey bee.

Ed’s Note: Apart from the overwintering and Varroa mite part, this article covers most topics related to beekeeping in the tropics - except of 
course the bit about getting dressed up in a veil, jacket, gloves, long pants, 2 pairs of sock, boots and staggering around with smoke in your 
face and lifting 20+ kg supers above shoulder height while the sweat dribbles down your face and back and into your glasses ….aaaaaah 
bees in the tropics!! now that’s another thing to consider.

https://honeybeesuite.com/beekeepers-will-quit/
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German technology shows how to clean old frames
http://www.imkerhandel-schulze.de/downloads/08_11_raehmchen_sauber.pdf

Not sure if this one would get past the approvals process with 
the “Home Office” at our place. You don't need to be able to 
translate the article from German to know that sticking bee 
frames in your domestic dishwasher is going to cause some 
one some grief!! 

As they say - “Don’t try this at home kids!!!”, especially if you 
have just had a slime out with SHB - yuuuuk!

What happened to CCD? - are the world’s bee hives collapsing or not? - not in NZ
By Simon Klein and Andrew Barron from “The Conversation”.

h t t p s : / / t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n . c o m / t e n - y e a r s - a f t e r - t h e - c r i s i s - w h a t - i s - h a p p e n i n g - t o - t h e - w o r l d s - b e e s - 7 7 1 6 4 ?
u t m _ m e d i u m = e m a i l & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = L a t e s t % 2 0 f r o m % 2 0 T h e % 2 0 C o n v e r s a t i o n % 2 0 f o r % 2 0 M a y % 2 0 8 % 2 0 2 0 1 7 % 2 0 -
% 2 0 7 3 2 9 5 6 0 0 & u t m _ c o n t e n t = L a t e s t % 2 0 f r o m % 2 0 T h e % 2 0 C o n v e r s a t i o n % 2 0 f o r % 2 0 M a y % 2 0 8 % 2 0 2 0 1 7 % 2 0 -
%2073295600+CID_1cce29e9957d7ee16c386635863979df&utm_source=campaign_monitor&utm_term=Ten%20years%20after%20the%20crisis%20what%20is%20happening%20
to%20the%20worlds%20bees

Ten years ago, beekeepers in the United States raised the alarm that thousands of their hives were mysteriously empty of bees. What 
followed was global concern over a new phenomenon: Colony Collapse Disorder. Since then we have realised that it was not just the US that 
was losing its honey bees; similar problems have manifested all over the world. To make things worse, we are also losing many of our 
populations of wild bees too. Losing bees can have tragic consequences, for us as well as them. Bees are pollinators for about one-third of 
the plants we eat, a service that has been valued at €153 billion (US$168 billion) per year worldwide.

The current status of bees worldwide
It is clear that bees in the United States are still struggling. Beekeepers can tolerate up to 15% losses of colonies over winter, but the US is 
massively above this threshold, having lost 28.1% of colonies over the 2015-16 winter. Canada, by contrast, reported 16.8% losses. This is 
better, but still above the level of losses at which beekeepers can easily restock. Only recently have we had data from central Europe. There, 
honey bees seem to be doing better: 11.9% losses in 2015-16. Meanwhile, in New Zealand surveys only began in the last year and have 
reported winter loss of 10.7%. Australia does not yet have a countrywide survey of the state of bee colonies. (Eds 
highlighting)
Honey bees are not the only bees that we should care about: wild bees are vital pollinators too. Some plants are pollinated by only one wild 
bee species, such as the macropis bees that forage on the loosetrife plant.
Unsurprisingly, we have much less data on wild bees than honey bees, and those data we do have point to bigger concerns. For our wild 
bees we only really have good data for populations that are endangered or that have completely disappeared. Between 2008 and 2013, wild 
bee diversity in the US dropped by 23%, and a previously common bumblebee species was recently listed as endangered.

We now recognise CCD is a complex problem with many causes, although that doesn’t mean it is unsolvable.
For all bees, foraging on flowers is a hard life. It is energetically and cognitively demanding; bees have to travel large distances to collect 
pollen and nectar from sometimes hard-to-find flowers, and return it all to the nest. To do this they need finely tuned senses, spatial 
awareness, learning and memory. In a recently published review, we argue that modern agriculture and industry have created a host of 
sublethal stressors that damage bees’ cognition. For example, diesel fumes and neonicotinoid pesticides both reduce bees’ foraging 
efficiency by disturbing chemical communications in their brains. Modern intensive agriculture disturbs bee nutrition, which impairs their brain. 
Climate change interferes with the relationship between bees and the plants on which they feed.

In addition, managed honey bees are afflicted by a range of pests, viruses and predators that have been spread around the world as a side-
effect of international trade. The worst is the ominously named Varroa destructor mite, which causes brain development disorders.

What can we do?
At the global level, to preserve our bees we have to improve the environments in which they collect food. Every small action can make a 
difference. Planting flower borders with bee-friendly flowers in your garden can provide food for both wild and domestic bees. You can reduce 
or eliminate the use of herbicides or pesticides when gardening. Even mowing the lawn less often can help bees out.
You could install a native bee hive or insect hotel. Another tempting option is to buy local honey, which often has a more distinctive flavour 
than mass-produced versions.
In Australia, we are fortunate in that our bees seem to be doing better than many other parts of the world. The Varroa mite has not yet 
invaded our shores, and in many areas bees can access pesticide-free bushland (although unlike Europe, Australia has not yet banned use 
of neonicotinoids in agriculture).
Australia also has an incredibly rich diversity of wild native bees: up to 1,600 different species, including our emblematic stingless bees. Even 
so, to protect this diversity we need better surveys of how these species are doing.

Ten years on from the alarm over disappearing bees, it is fair to say we now know the nature of the problem and what can be done to fix it. 
It’s up to us to take the steps needed to sustain these precious pollinators of our food for the future.

Ed’s Note:
No CCD in NZ where hive numbers are on the rise despite 10% hive loss.
NZ is nearing 700,000 hives, up from 300,000 15 years ago.  Hive numbers grew by nearly 70,000 in the 2014-2015 year alone.
There are close to 7,000 beekeepers in New Zealand and that number continues to grow each year as well.
https://apinz.org.nz/nzs-honey-bee-population-increasing/
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Honey Month / Open Day Meeting at HPSS on 21/5/2017
May was Honey Month, so instead of our normal Club meeting, we held an Open Day with stall and displays open to the public. Here are 
some of the displays and activities in pics. No Meeting Minutes - as no meeting held.

Nice honey display McKinstrys Kevin and his Raw Honey stall Bees wax cloths Top bar hive with excluder

Fascinating live bees Whole lotta sizzlin’ goin’ on

Frana showing off some wax Solar wax melter in plastic bin

Honey Mead Competition Winner
The unanimous winner of the competition was Clubbie Andrew M  
who has obviously spent a lot of time and effort perfecting his 
delicious brew. Andrew has approached his brewing passion with 
some pretty serious attention to sourcing good recipes, yeast, 
essential ingredients and knowledge of the ancient tipple.
Here he is receiving his trophy from Chrystal, and a photo of some 
of the remaining submitted brews after we had “sampled” the 
other ones. Andrew has shared his recipe for mead - see article.

Ed’s note: The Ed came last in the honey tasting competition, so I 
reckon we need some different judges next year.

Hives everywhere - this must be a NZ “slice of heaven”
From Frana and Jon M in the “Land of the Long White Cloud” Beehives everywhere. Hive hosting.... the host pays the beekeeper $300 a year 
to have a hive in their yard and they get 10kg honey.



Bees get a “hit” from nicotine, and get hooked - just like humans
From “Catch The Buzz”, modified by The Ed.
h t t p : / / w w w. b e e c u l t u r e . c o m / c a t c h - b u z z - n i c o t i n e - e n h a n c e s - b e e s - a c t i v i t y / ? u t m _ s o u r c e = C a t c h + T h e + B u z z & u t m _ c a m p a i g n = 8 d d 4 5 d 5 2 7 5 -
Catch_The_Buzz_4_29_2015&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0272f190ab-8dd45d5275-332070937

Nicotine-laced nectar can speed up a bumblebee’s ability to learn flower colours, according to 
scientists at Queen Mary University of London (QMUL). The researchers used artificial flowers in a 
tightly-monitored flight arena in the laboratory to mimic how flowering plants use animals as pollen 
carriers and reward pollinators with sugars found in floral nectar.
In an experiment, 60 bees had to choose between flowers that had a sugar solution and another 
that was laced with nicotine – differentiated by the colour of the flower. The bees learned about the 
flowers with reward (ones that contained the sugar solution) faster if it had been laced with 
nicotine, even at very low concentrations. The bees maintained a predisposition for the flower 
even after the reward had been removed, resulting in ‘addiction-like’ behaviour from the bee. 
Professor Lars Chittka, said: “Flowers typically reward pollinators ‘honestly’ with rewards such as 
sweet nectar, but nature’s trick box is endlessly resourceful: some plant species gain an unfair 
advantage over competing species by spiking their nectar with addictive substances, such as 
nicotine in tobacco flowers.

Previously the lab has shown that bees can be trained to roll balls, effectively scoring a goal, and pull strings to obtain food. They have also 
shown, with researchers at Royal Holloway, University of London, that bumblebees that have been infected by parasites seek out flowers with 
nicotine in the nectar, likely to fight off the infection. The nicotine appears to slow the progression of disease in infected bees but has harmful 
effects when consumed by healthy bees. The current research suggests that plants might manipulate pollinator behaviour for their own good, 
using psychoactive substances such as nicotine in the nectar.

A potential concern is that nicotine acts on the same parts of the nervous system as neonicotenoids – popular pesticides that might make some 
flowers addictively attractive to bees – even though these substances are toxic for insects.

Andrew M’s winning mead recipe
This is the recipe and method Andrew used to win the mead comp;
In a 5L carboy,
1L - honey (about 1.4 kg),
3.5L - clean water
2.5g of Lalvin Yeast EC-1118
1.35g Lalvin GO-FERM Protect Yeast Nutrient
2.25 g Acid Mix A
0.9 g Fermaid A yeast nutrient
Total volume about 4.5 L to leave air space at top.

I purchased as much of this (definitely all of the glass bottles) from 
my local store at Deeragun but I did have to get some of the more 
Mead Specific ingredients online. I used iBrew which is an Australian 
site that has a section just for Mead
https://www.ibrew.com.au/collections/mead-making
ibrew - Mead Making
www.ibrew.com.au
The quality of the honey is one of the first considerations when making mead. In general, a lighter honey yields a lighter coloured and more 
refined mead, and a dark ...

The method is;
- STERILIZE everything!!!
- Add the honey and 1.5 L of the water to a large pot and heat slowly until you can mix the honey and water together and they don't separate.
- Add the GO-FERM protect to 50 ml of water at 40 degrees C. Let this sit for a couple of minutes before stirring again and adding the 1118 
Yeast.  Let this hydrate for about 15-20 minutes but not more than 30 minutes.
- Add the honey and 1.5L water mix to the carboy once it has cooled a little.  
- Add the Acid Mix A and Fermaid A yeast nutrient to the carboy and shake well to mix and oxygenate.
- Add 1L of the remaining water to the pot used to heat/mix the honey/water.  Stir well to get any of the honey and pour this out into the carboy 
and shake well,
- Add the 50 mL of Hydrated yeast to the carboy through the funnel and shake well.
- Add the last 1L of water being careful to use some to wash out the yeast container into the carboy and washing down the funnel to make 
sure all the honey and yeast is in the carboy.  Then shake the carboy well one last time.
- Add the stopper/airlock to the carboy and put it in a cool dark area away from sunlight where it will not be bumped, once the yeast starts to 
work we don't want any more oxygen in it.  Check every 12 hr for the first two days until you know it is running properly (airlock bubbles), mine 
bubbles at about 1 bubble every 30 seconds so you'll know if it is working.   If not look up 'Stuck Must'.   Once it is running check on it every 
2nd or 3rd day until it stops bubbling.
- After about 4-5 weeks or when it stops bubbling, rack the mead off into another STERILIZED container with an airlock that will not have too 
much air space (i.e. about a 4.0 to 4.5 L container) making sure to not take any of the sludge from the bottom or what's floating on top.  Leave 
this air-locked container for about another 4 weeks.
- Rack the mead from the second container into something you can bottle from begin careful not to get any of the sludge/sediments again.  
Note that you should rack from the container without moving it if possible as this will stir everything up.
- bottle your mead making sure you STERILIZED the bottles.

Andrew Maltby

https://www.ibrew.com.au/collections/mead-making
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Swarm Contact List:
Jon & Frana McKinstry, Kelso - 0413 765 192 (Jon) or 0401 014 948 (Frana)
Wayne Taylor, Rasmussen - 0434 745 353
Mick Taylor, Cranbrook - 0428 626 707
Ben Taylor, Townsville West - 4728 4992/ 0428 186 000
Brendan Arboit - Ayr 0406 403 005
Steve and Carla Kersnovske - Kelso 0417 344 419
Dave Turnbull Annandale - 0458 645 677
Doug McBride, Mysterton - 4775 7465
Dan & Drew Donovan, Wulguru- 0428 218 816
Grant Whiteford, Cranbrook - 4728 3051
Sharene Dougall, Bluewater - 0415426903
Daniel Horne, Bushland Beach - 0437 540 473
Swarm List Please contact Biosecurity : 13 25 23 for any swarm or strange bee activity in the Townsville region. Take samples for testing.

Is there nothing safe out there ??? - now DE must be a registered chemical
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/media-releases/nothing-sweet-about-unregistered-chemicals, 9 March 2017

Agriculture Victoria is warning apiarists not to use unregistered chemicals in an attempt to control small hive beetle. Recent intelligence 
indicates that some apiarists are resorting to using unregistered products containing diatomaceous earth within bee hives.
Small hive beetle can taint honey making it unsuitable for sale and unacceptable to bees themselves as a source of food. The beetle also 
eats honey, pollen and live honey bee brood and can damage wax comb and cell caps. In worst case scenarios entire colonies may abscond.
Agriculture Victoria statewide specialist chemicals Steven Field said some of the illegal products being used weren't even food grade and 
could contain significant levels of contaminants like heavy metals.
Under the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Act 1992 it is illegal to use an unregistered chemical unless the user holds 
appropriate authorisation.
"It doesn't matter whether you're using an insecticide, fungicide or other type of product - any person in Victoria must only use agricultural or 
veterinary chemicals registered by the Australian Pesticide and Veterinary Medicines Authority," Mr Field said.
"The APVMA registration process means the public can be assured that chemicals used on their food are safe when used in accordance with 
the label," he said.
"No one in the apiary industry wants to jeopardise the clean and green image of Australian honey by illegally using unregistered chemicals."
There are several products registered with the APVMA that contain diatomaceous earth, also known as amorphous silica.
Some of these products may be available for off label use under Victoria's regulatory framework, providing the user observes any prohibitive 
label statements. Anyone using agricultural chemicals off label must ensure they take appropriate steps to minimise the risks to efficacy, 
OHS, the environment or residues in honey.
Ed: There are many other “natural” treatments for SHB, just check on-line, one example is to use edible oil in traps (available from Club 
Shop), chux cloth or combed lino sheets that tangle the SHB spines, Vegemite or apple cider vinegar traps or ask a Club Member for advice.

Need to move your bee hive just a few metres or across the yard? 
Here’s the lazy (easy) way
Sent in by Jon and Frana M.

When we re-locate our bees just a short distance we ignore the standard advice of “if you’re moving your bees across the yard more than 
1m, you’ll need to move them 3Km away temporarily so they don’t stay fixated on the old location and keep going back there.”
Too much damn work in our pinion.
This method was first brought to our attention when Lindsay Trott published this method in a previous TDBA Newsletter - article and it works.

Here’s how it works:
1. After sunset, close up the entrance of the brood box.
2. Strap the hive so that it does not come apart while it is being moved.  Move it to the new location.
3. Then for the magic… Pile branches — a lot of branches — in front of the hive and sprinkled straw on the landing board.
4. In a couple days, removed the branches and straw. The straw and branches act as jarring visual cues, telling the hive that 
something big has changed and that they should re-orient themselves. 
BINGO! Most of the bees will forget all about the old location and instead fixate on this new one, just where it has been re-located.
What if it doesn’t work?
No problem. If you find hundreds of foragers back at the old spot and STILL there the next evening, just put a super with frames at the old 
location. Collect those bees and move the box over to the new hive, placing it on top so that the bees have to go down through the hive and 
out the new obstructed entrance. 
Leave the branches and mulch in place (consider adding more). 
Repeat as needed.

h#p://mistressbeek.com/2010/06/08/need-to-move-your-bee-hive-heres-the-lazy-way/	and		The	How-To-Do-It	book	of	Beekeeping,	Richard	Taylor	

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/media-releases/nothing-sweet-about-unregistered-chemicals
http://mistressbeek.com/2010/06/08/need-to-move-your-bee-hive-heres-the-lazy-way/
http://www.amazon.com/How-Book-Beekeeping-Richard-Taylor/dp/0960328823
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about-us/media-centre/media-releases/nothing-sweet-about-unregistered-chemicals
http://mistressbeek.com/2010/06/08/need-to-move-your-bee-hive-heres-the-lazy-way/
http://www.amazon.com/How-Book-Beekeeping-Richard-Taylor/dp/0960328823


TDBA Inc Office Holders for 2016/2017

President: Alan Ziegenfusz alan.G.Ziegenfusz@team.telstra.com, or : president@beesnorth.com.au

Vice President: Mick Taylor cranbrooksolar@bigpond.com Nominated: To be Confirmed

Secretary: Anne Stanley cromartybird@outlook.com, or:  secretary@beesnorth.com.au
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Treasurer: Frana McKinstry franajon@gmail.com, or: treasurer@bigpond.com.au	

Membership	 	 Frana McKinstry	 	 franajon@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Lindsay Trott trottlindsay@gmail.com or: editor@beesnorth.com.au	

Librarian: Kirsty Sugden 0447 762 686	

Equipment Steward:… Daniel Horne danthemanhorne@gmail.com

Webmaster: Ray Berkelmans rberkelm@gmail.com

Publicity Officer: Sonya Verburgt sonyaverb@optusnet.com.au

Committee Members:    Dave Bowtell spanner1969@gmail.com	

Dave Turnbull turnbuld@bigpond.net.au	

Ron Rapson Ronald.I.Rapson@team.telstra.com

Paul Payne trapper4812@gmail.com

Mark Quadrell markquadrell@gmail.com

Sonya Verbrugt sonyaverb@optusnet.com.au

Life Members of the TDBA Inc 
In recognition of their long term service and support of our Association.

Dennis ANGER Graeme & Adele ARMSTRONG Ken & Marcia CALEO

Dave HOEY Mike & Jill JAMES Doug & Sonya MCBRIDE

Honorary Members of the TDBA Inc: Graeme Smith

Annual Membership Fees Due Now
Membership fees can be made electronically to
Name:- Townsville and District Beekeepers Association
BSB:- 633000
Account:- 141466078
Refer :- Please make sure you add your Surname so that your membership can be signed off.
Currently $25.00

New email contacts for the Office Holders
You can use these email contacts for the Office Holders, and hopefully they will have figured out how to access them and will respond ASAP.

president@beesnorth.com.au, treasurer@beesnorth.com.au, editor@beesnorth.com.au , secretary@beesnorth.com.au

And for all web and membership enquiries : info@beesnorth.com.au. 

Welcome to our New Members
New members will be listed in the next Newsletter

Existing Club Members are encouraged to assist/mentor our Newbees. They have joined the club to learn about bees, so even if you only 
have limited experience, give them a hand if you can. Invite a Newbee to your hive opening and discuss what’s inside the box, let newbies 
experience hive openings to become more confident, and you will learn more yourself by trying to explain what’s going on in there.
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Managed hive sample 
collection form 

Details of person completing the form

B
Q

 O
ffi

ce
r 

C
on

tra
ct

or
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Inspector/Person(s) attending Date 

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐ Attach sample no.(s) or barcode 

☐ ☐ ☐

☐ ☐ ☐ 

☐ ☐ ☐ Attach LIMS number 

Location details
Address  

Nearest road Locality 

GPS Location Latitude   Longitude 

(WGS 84, decimal degrees)   .  ºS   .  ºE 

Contact on site Phone 

Hive details
Number of hives Comments 

HIN

Surveillance details Office use only
Sample receipt and dispatch
Date sample received by BQ Comments

Sample dispatched to DAF BSL for analysis 

☐ No   If no, provide reason

☐ Yes If yes, provide date of dispatch and connote number

Sample entered into BORIS by Date 

Laboratory results
Date results received Results and action taken 

Result entered into BORIS by Date 
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Approximate number of bees tested 

Less than 300 ☐ ☐ ☐ 

~ 300 ☐ ☐ ☐ 

More than 300 ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Results/Detection

Positive ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Negative ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Unconfirmed ☐ ☐ ☐ 

Sample submitted to DAF 

Yes ☐ ☐ ☐ 

No ☐ ☐ ☐ 
Privacy statement 
The Department of Agriculture and Fisheries is collecting the information on this form as a record of surveillance activities conducted on managed bee hives under the 
National Varroa Mite Eradication Program. Summaries of managed hive surveillance may be provided to the Consultative Committee on Emergency Plant Pests, formed by 
the Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources for the purpose of reporting against the National Response Plan for the Eradication of Varroa 
jacobsoni from Queensland. Your personal information will not be disclosed to any other parties unless authorised or required by law. 

 

BQ/2016/3428 (12/2016)       1/1 

Please return this form to Biosecurity Queensland at PO Box 1085 Townsville 4810 or by email to varroa@daf.qld.gov.au

Let’s all get up and do the “Sugar Shake” - maintain the detection tests for Varroa
Biosecurity would like beekeepers to fill out this form below when they do self assessments, such as sugar shaker, drone uncapping or 
alcohol wash. The form can be filled out manually and sent into us reply paid or it can be email edit to anyone who wants it and they can fill it 
out on line and email it back. Carla K will also be visiting everyone who would like to practise with the different self assessment types.



Club Shop Items - 2017 Price List
These prices are only available to current financial members

Item  Price $$
Veil - Native Bee 10.00
Veil - cotton 20.00
Veil - ventilated 25.00
Jacket / Cotton/ Round hat 60.00
Jacket Ventilated 80.00
Full Suit - Cotton 85.00
Full Suit - ventilated 105.00
Gloves 22.00
Super - 8 frame Rebated 25.00
Super - Dove tail 29.00
Super - Ideal 25.00
Parker plastic supers 65.00
Lids 27.00
Bases Ply 22.00
Bases - “Bluebees 35.00
”Lifting Cleats (Handles/pr) 5.00 pair
Spring clips 2.00 ea
Emlok 12.00
Hive tool (S/S) 15.00
Hive tool (Yellow) 8.00
Crimping Tool 8.00 
Smoker 38.00
Queen Excluder - Wire (8 or 10 frame) 22.00
Queen Excluder - Plastic 7.00
Frames - Full depth 1.90
Frames - Ideal 1.50
Foundation - Plastic 2.10
Foundation - Wax 2.00
Beeswax block 15.00 per kg
Eyelets pkt 500/40gm 10.00
S/S Wire .5mm x 500gm 20.00
Bee Brush - Natural bristle 12.00
Queen Catcher 3.00
Frame Gripper 10.00
Bee Feeders 2.00
Gate valve 10.00
Capping knife, serrated 15.00
Comb scratcher 8.00
Honey jars 250gm 0.65
Honey jars 500gm - square 0.75
Honey jars 500gm - round 0.75
Honey jars 550gm - squeeze 0.75
Honey jars 1kg round 1.00
Apithor trap 7.00
Silver Bullet trap 7.00
BeetlTra bottom trap 20.00
TK Beetle mat 6.00
Booklet - Managing AFB 3.00
Australian Beekeeping Manual 35.00
Australian Native Bee Book 25.00



PO	Box	1115,	Aitkenvale,	Q4814	 	 www.beesnorth.com.au	

TDBA Bee Starter Kit - $110
The Perfect Gift for a budding Beekeeper
Available in Townsville from the Club Shop: 

Club Members Price Only!

$110
Hive tool, brush, cotton jacket/veil, gloves, and 

smoker

Contact: Daniel: Ph. 0437 540 473 

THE AUSTRALIAN BEE- 
KEEPER MAGAZINE (ABK) 

Published monthly Subscriptions $84 per year. 

Available from: Pender Beegoods, 

PO Box 7124, Karabar NSW 2620

LOTS-A-STINGS 
Raw honey, and pollination services. Will help new 

members get started with bees

.Dan Donovan: Ph  0428 218 816

	

	


